
 

 

 

 

 

Whether it’s a vegetable garden, house plants or a landscape... 

 

This newsletter is  
produced by: 

 
Gerry Hernandez 
Master Gardener  

Coordinator 
 

Luis Espino 
Advisor 

 
Luis Espino 

County Director 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
 

Tuesday,  
9am—12pm 
1pm –4pm 

UCCE office,  
100 Sunrise Blvd, 

Colusa 
458-0570 

 
Have a question?  

Email us at  
colusa@ucanr.edu 

Cooperative Extension, Colusa County 
P.O. Box 180, 100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite E 
Colusa, Ca   95932 
530-485-0570   530-458-4625 fax 
cecolusa.ucanr.edu 
colusa@ucanr.edu 

In This Issue: 

 Book of the Month— All the Presidents’ Gardens 

 Ornamental Plant of the Month—  Inspect Your Trees 

 Edible Plant of the Month—Winter Gardening 

 Recipe of the Month— Ranger Cookies 

 September in the Garden 

 Garden club activities 

September 2016 

Information Booth Locations: 

 

 

Our Blog Small gifts can make a big difference. 
Click here to support us. 

Succulent workshop 
 

Wednesday September 28 
6-8pm 

9th & Pendleton, Arbuckle 
United Methodist Church 

$25 includes container, plants 
and soil 

Arbuckle Car Show 
 

Sunday October 30 
10-2pm 

Downtown Arbuckle 
 

We will be selling pumpkins and 
other fall fruits and vegetables 

mailto:mgcolusa@ucdavis.edu
http://www.facebook.com/UcceMasterGardenersOfColusaCounty?ref=hl
http://ucanr.edu/blogs/ccmg/
http://cecolusa.ucanr.edu/
http://cecolusa.ucanr.edu/


SUCCULENT 

WORKSHOP 
 

When: Wednesday September 28, 6-8pm 

Where: 9th & Pendleton, Arbuckle 

 United Methodist Church        

Fee: $25, includes container, plants and soil 

If you have a shallow container (under 10 inches wide) you 

would like to use, please feel free to bring it. 

 

 Learn how to group your succulents 

 Learn how to propagate your succulents 

 

Deadline to register, Wednesday September 21. 

Pay online at cecolusa.ucanr.edu or in person (100 Sunrise Blvd., Ste 

E, Colusa) or mail a check to this address (made out to UC Regents). 

#ColusaCountyMG 

Click here to pay 

http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=18767


 

 

Book of the Month 

All The Presidents’ Gardens 

Marta McDowell 

During this contentious presidential election year, I was excited to find a book, not about 
presidential politics, but about the presidents’ gardens. The book is All the Presidents’ 
Gardens: Madison’s Cabbages to Kennedy’s Roses: How the White House Grounds Have Grown 
with America by Marta McDowell published by Timber Press. 

In this thoroughly researched and cited volume, you will learn the history of the White 
House grounds and what each of the home’s occupants contributed.  For instance, you will 
find that Thomas Jefferson favored geraniums which had been recently introduced from 
India and that First Lady, Helen Taft, is responsible for the cherry trees along the Tidal Basin. 

If you would like to know more about what each presidential  family contributed to the 
gardens, I suggest you take a look at this volume. It is illustrated with many beautiful old 
paintings and more recent photographs which help us visualize our nation’s “first garden”.  

I recommend this book, not only for the history of the White House gardens, but also for the 
many other aspects of American history it includes. I will soon donate my copy to the Colusa 
County Library, and I hope you will check it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Peggy Townzen 



 

 

Ornamental Plant of the Month 

Inspect Your Landscape Trees for Hazards 

 

Our beloved trees have had a hard 2 years. Between the drought and not watering our lawns, the trees 
have taken a beating. Now is a good time to inspect your trees and fix any problems before winter. 

Inspect 

Inspect for the 7 common structural defects. Always inspect the trees before and after stormy weather. Do 
not climb the trees to inspect them. If closer inspection is needed, consult an arborist. 

Be Aware 

Be aware of nearby power lines. It takes an arborist to correct most hazardous defects, especially if the 
tree is large. 

 

Stand back and look at the whole tree. Thoroughly inspect for structural defects (any split in the wood is 
hazardous) in the following order. 

 Lean – has the vertical axis of the tree changed? 

 Multiple trunks – inspect where the trunks meet. 

 Weakly attached branches – inspect branches larger than 3 inches at the point where they attach to 
the trunk. 

 Cavities and decay – location and size determine hazard. 

 Trunk and branch cracks – be concerned if the crack extends into the wood. 

 Hanging or broken branches – remove as soon as possible. 

 Dean branches – remove as soon as possible. 

Taking care of our trees is a wise investment. Remember, trees are a long term investment and it adds 
value to our property.  

Click here for detailed pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/Details.aspx?itemNo=8365


 

 

Recipe of the Month       

 

Ranger Cookies 
 
 

I have had this recipe forever, so I cannot credit its original source. 
 
1 cup butter 
1 cup white sugar 
1 cup brown sugar 
2 tsp vanilla 
2 eggs 
2 cups flour 
3/4 tsp baking soda 
1/2 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp salt 
2 cups rolled oats 
2 cups flake cereal 
1 cup coconut 
1 cup chopped nuts 
2 cups chocolate chips 
1 cup raisins or dried cranberries 
 
Cream butter and sugars together 
Add vanilla and eggs 
In a large bowl, blend the flour through salt Mix into the butter and sugar mixture Then mix all the oats, 
cereal, nuts, chips, etc. 
Any kind of flake cereal works - corn flakes, raisin bran... 
You can also substitute granola for the oats Stir these into the batter by hand to not crush cereal Chill 
the dough an hour or so Drop by tablespoonfuls onto cookie sheet Bake at 350 for about 10 minutes 
Time will depend on how big you make the cookies! 
Remove to a rack and cool 
Makes about 6 dozen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Penny Walgenbach 



 

 

Edible Plant of the Month 

 

Winter Gardening….What? 

Have you ever planted a winter vegetable garden? When do you start a winter garden? Why would I 
have a winter garden? 

It’s August why are we talking about a winter vegetable garden now? If you love to plant your vegeta-
bles by seed then now is the time to plant Brussel sprouts, cabbage, parsnips cauliflower, broccoli, 
carrots, rutabaga, lettuce, onions, radishes and turnips. August and September is the time to plant 
transplants. The same tips for a spring vegetable garden apply.  

Soil preparation 

Till your soil. Till in some compost and water. When the weeds start to come up it is a great time to 
hoe or pull them out. Since the days are hot right now continue to water. 

Seed planting 

You can start your seeds indoors just like in the spring. Or, you can start the seeds directly in the soil.  

Transplants 

If you don’t like to grow your vegetables by seed, then use transplants. Transplants are found in gar-
den centers starting in September. 

Watering 

You will need to irrigate until the rains start.  

Insects and weeds 

The best part of winter gardening is the lack of insects and weeds expect in the warm months. Watch 
for aphids and cabbage loppers. Apply Bt to the undersides of the leaves when you first see them. Pull 
or hoe weeds when they are small. 

You can start seeds indoors and then transplant your winter vegetables throughout the winter 
months. 

Do you want to get your kids involved in gardening? Try growing radishes. From seed planting to 
your table is a quick turn around. 

Winter vegetable gardening, give it a try! 



 

 

September in the Garden: 

What to plant: 

Cool-Weather annuals like pansies, violas, snapdragons can be transplanted now. 
 
Also, transplants of broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, and kale can be planted this month. 
 
Direct seed peas, spinach, radishes, lettuce, and carrots. 

 

September Chores: 

September is a good time to consider reducing the size of your lawn. It is also a good time to 
rejuvenate a lawn with over-seeding. 

 
Put your spent annual and vegetables (disease-free, of course) in your compost pile. 
 
Add compost to the beds that had the annuals and vegetables you are pulling out, before re-

planting in those beds. 

 

This is also the month to divide, and re-plant overgrown perennials that have finished blooming. 
Be sure to clear out any weeds that developed in the perennial bed. 

 

 Science word of the Month…. 

 Bacteria—Microscopic, one-celled organisms that lack chlorophyll and may be parasites on 
plants or animals, causing disease; most are beneficial agents of fermentation and decay of 
organic matter. 

 



 

 

The Colusa County Master Gardener Volunteer Program is a partnership 
among the University of California, USDA, Colusa County and the Colusa 
County Farm Bureau. Master Gardener volunteers  extend  horticultural  
information  and   offer   educational    programs  and  garden-related  
demonstrations in Colusa County. 

The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, 
pregnancy (including childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or 
genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Ser-
vices Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994: service in the uniformed services includes membership, application for membership, performance 
of service, application for service, or obligation for service in the uniformed services) in any of its programs or activities.  University policy also prohibits repris-
al or retaliation against any person in any of its programs or activities for making a complaint of discrimination or sexual harassment or for using or participat-
ing in the investigation or resolution process of any such complaint.  University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and 
Federal laws.   

Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Director, University of California, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin Street, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607, (510) 987-0096. 

To simply information, trade names of products have been used.  No endorsement of named products is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products 
which are not mentioned. 

University of California, United States Department of Agriculture, Colusa County Cooperating.                                                                                                                               

For special assistance regarding our programs, please contact us. 

 

 

 

 

Additional Links 

 Integrated Pest Management  www.ipm.ucdavis.edu 

 UC Davis Arboretum  www.arboretum.ucdavis.edu 

McConnell Arboretum and Botanical Gardens turtlebay.org 

Invasive Plants www.cal-ipc.org 

Plant Right www.plantright.org 

PG&E  www.pge.com 

Save Our Water www.water.ca.gov 

 

Garden Club of Colusa County activities 

 September 26 

 6:30 

 St. Stephens church, Colusa 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.arboretum.ucdavis.edu/
http://turtlebay.org/
http://www.cal-ipc.org/
http://www.plantright.org/
http://www.pge.com/myhome/customerservice/other/treetrimming/customerresources/righttree/
http://www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/

