
 

 

 

 

 

Whether it’s a vegetable garden, house plants or a landscape... 

 

This newsletter is  
produced by: 

 
Gerry Hernandez 
Master Gardener  

Coordinator 
 

Luis Espino 
Advisor 

 
Luis Espino 

County Director 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 
 

Tuesday,  
9am—12pm 
1pm –4pm 

UCCE office,  
100 Sunrise Blvd, 

Colusa 
458-0570 

 
Have a question?  

Email us at  
colusa@ucanr.edu 

Cooperative Extension, Colusa County 
P.O. Box 180, 100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite E 
Colusa, Ca   95932 
530-485-0570   530-458-4625 fax 
cecolusa.ucanr.edu 
colusa@ucanr.edu 

In This Issue: 

 Book of the Month— Succulents Simplified 

 Ornamental Plant of the Month—  Pink Muhly 

 Edible Plant of the Month— Radishes 

 Recipe of the Month— Cheesecake 

 November in the Garden 

 Garden club activities 

November 2016 

Information Booth Locations: 

 

 

Our Blog Small gifts can make a big difference. 
Click here to support us. 

Pumpkin Centerpiece 
 

Wednesday November 9th 
6-8pm 

Market Street Grill, Colusa 
 

Beverages & appetizers will be 
available for purchase. 

See flyer for details. 

Wreath workshop 
 

Saturday December 3 
10-noon 

Colusa County Fairgrounds 
Community building 

 
Details to come. 

mailto:mgcolusa@ucdavis.edu
http://www.facebook.com/UcceMasterGardenersOfColusaCounty?ref=hl
http://ucanr.edu/blogs/ccmg/
http://cecolusa.ucanr.edu/
http://cecolusa.ucanr.edu/


UCCE Master Gardener of Colusa County 

Training class information 

 Applications are due November 15, 2016 

o UCCE Colusa County office 

o 100 Sunrise Blvd., Ste. E 

o Colusa, Ca 95932 

 Mandatory “Meet the Master Gardener” 

meeting, November 15, 1pm 

o At the UCCE Colusa County office 

 After you receive an acceptance letter, you will pay your fee and 

receive your materials. 

 Weekly training begins January 11 and ends April 26, 2017 

o You can only miss one training date. 

 All materials and meetings will be at the UCCE Sutter/Yuba 

office at 142A Garden Hwy, Yuba City BUT after training has 

been completed, you will volunteer your time in COLUSA 

COUNTY. 

 Go to our website cecolusa.ucanr.edu for the application and 

more information. 

 

Thanks, 

Gerry Hernandez 

530-458-0570 

glhernandez@ucanr.edu 

cecolusa.ucanr.edu 

mailto:glhernandez@ucanr.edu
http://cecolusa.ucanr.edu/Master_Gardeners/


When Where 

Market Street Grill 
415 Market St. 
Colusa 

Wednesday 
November 9 
6-8pm 

  What 

 We are going to make pumpkin centerpieces. 

 Fee, $25 

 Click here to pay or go to cecolusa.ucanr.edu 

 Beverages and appetizers will be available for 

purchase from Market Street Grill. 

Pumpkin Centerpiece 

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage 
in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination 
policy statement can be found at http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/169224.pdf) Inquiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrim-
ination policies may be directed to John I. Sims, Affirmative Action Contact, University of California, Davis, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1318. 

UC Master Gardener Program of Colusa County 

UCCE Colusa County, 100 Sunrise Blvd., Ste. E, Colusa, Ca  95932, 530-458-0570, cecolusa.ucanr.edu 
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http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=19071
http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/169224.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book of the Month 

Succulents Simplified 

Debra Lee Baldwin 

In the past few years, succulents have become increasingly popular plants. This popularity is 

due partly to their water-wise and low-maintenance characteristics and also, to the variety 

of their shapes, colors and textures. 

In the last year the Master Gardeners of Colusa County have held two successful workshops 

to help gardeners learn about and use these versatile plants in their containers and 

landscapes. If you were unable to attend on of the workshops, I recommend books by Debra 

Lee Baldwin. Today I am highlighting her book Succulents Simplified,  but she also has written 

Designing with Succulents and Succulent Container Gardens. 

Succulents Simplified: Growing, Designing, and Crafting with 100 Easy-Care Varieties has 

breathtakingly beautiful photographs (most taken by the author) and a wealth of 

information. For example, here are just a few ideas from her chapter “Keeping your 

Succulents Fat and Sassy”. 

 The rule of thumb for giving succulents bright light is 4 hours daily with dabbled 
 shade the rest of the day. 
 Succulents kept dry during dormancy have a better chance of surviving a cold snap 
 than those that are wet. 
 Use a mixture of 1/2 rubbing alcohol and 1/2 distilled water to combat aphids and 

 thrips on your succulents. 

Baldwin goes on to give detailed directions to compose great looking succulent gardens and 

container including vertical gardens, special finishes and her 100 easy-care succulents. This 

is not just a list; each entry has a color photo and a lengthy annotation about each plant. 

I found Ms. Baldwin’s website: 

debraleebaldwin.com a further source of much 

information. From there you can follow her blogs, 

buy from her store (shirts, cards, mugs, etc.) and 

much more. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Peggy Townzen 

 



 

 

Ornamental Plant of the Month 

 

Muhlenbergia capillaris 

“Pink Muhly Grass” 

 

 

Photo of Pink Muhly Grass taken October 12, 2016 at the Sherwood Demonstration Garden, Placerville, 
California, on an outing with the Garden Club of Colusa County and the Master Gardeners of Colusa County. 
A spectacular grass, with the pink-magenta bloom. Once established it is drought tolerant. Must be 
cautiously watered and kept moist when first planted in full sun, but after established, periodic light water, 
for instance, once every week – two, pending soil type. Water more often with easily draining soil, less 
often in heavy/clay soils. Mulching is recommended to hold moisture and keep soil cool.  Deer resistance if 
you have problems with deer. It does well in hot and dry climates and of course that means full sun is best 
location. Growers recommend cutting back to less than a foot after frost. We never know in our area when 
the frost will come, but usually late November – December is predicable. 

I am excited about the softness of the texture, and color. I am going to interplant between shrubs to add 
variety, but I think pink muhly would be lovely and interesting planted in containers. Looking forward to a 
big burst of color next late summer and fall as I just had to purchase one and bring home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted Bernice Dommer 



 

 

Recipe of the Month       

Cheesecake 
 
The Carnagie Deli in New York City is closing forever very soon.  What a loss. 
Their recipe for cheesecake has been out there for everyone to share for years. 
This makes REAL New York Cheesecake!  Enjoy and keep the recipe alive! 
 
Cookie Crust 
1/2 cup butter softened 
1/4 cup granulated sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
1 dash salt 
1 egg 
1 1/2 cup flour 
 
Filling 
5 packages cream cheese - (8 oz each) softened 
1 1/3 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 teaspoons lemon juice 
1/3 cup sour cream 
2 tablespoons flour 
3 extra large eggs (or 4 large eggs) 
 
Leave the butter and cream cheese out of the refrigerator for 30 to 60 minutes to soften.  
Make the crust by creaming together butter, 1/4 cup sugar, 1/2 teaspoon vanilla and salt.  
Add 1 egg and mix well.  
Add 1 1/2 cups flour and stir well to combine, but do not over-work. 
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees and press half of the dough onto the bottom of a 9-inch spring form pan. 
Bake for 5 to 7 minutes or until edge of dough begins to turn light brown. Cool completely. 
 
When the pan has cooled, take the remaining dough and press it around the inside edge of the pan. 
Leave about a 1/2-inch margin from the top of the pan.   Set aside for now. 
Heat oven to 500 degrees.  
 
Combine cream cheese, 1 1/3 cups sugar, 2 teaspoons vanilla and lemon juice. 
Beat well with an electric mixer in a large bowl until smooth.  
Mix in sour cream and 2 tablespoons flour.  
Add the eggs and mix on slow speed until thoroughly combined. 
 
Pour cream cheese filling into the pan and bake at 500 degrees for 10 minutes.  
Reduce heat to 350 and bake for 30 to 35 minutes more, or until the center is firm.  
Cover and cool in refrigerator overnight before serving. 
 
 

Submitted by Penny Walgenbach 



 

 

Edible Plant of the Month 

Radishes 

Cultivation of radishes for food dates back 4,000 years in Mediterranean cultures, 2,500 years in 
China and more than a millennium in Japan. These days, the colorful, crunchy root vegetables are 
most often used to give salads zip (or your tacos). 

Radishes are among the easiest vegetables to cultivate and are very fast growing.  The most familiar 
types are short, round, red or red-and-white varieties. But they come in other shapes, sizes and 
colors.  

 

When: Fall, winter and spring are good times to plant radishes.  

Where: You can plant the seeds in the ground or in containers.  

Sun: They need full sun during the cool months.  

Spacing: Sow seeds 1/2 inch deep and 1 inch apart. When the tops are up, pull out every other plant. 
You can eat the thinnings if they are large enough. 

Water: Keep the soil evenly moist. Hopefully, the rain will take care of this. 

Harvest: Radishes are best harvested and eaten as soon as they reach full size. If left in the ground too 
long they become woody and overly pungent.  Many varieties are ready in 3 weeks after sowing. 

 

Radishes are a kid favorite! The seeds are large enough for the kids to handle, they germinate fast and 
are ready to eat in about 3 weeks. 

For best practices, follow the seed packet directions. 

 

Information from the Sunset Wester Garden Book of Edibles. 

 

 



 

 

November in the Garden: 

 

 You can still sow seeds of wildflowers this month. Plant California poppy, calendula, clarkia, and 
sweet peas.  

 In the veggie garden plant seeds for lettuce, mustard, spinach, radishes and peas.  

 If you didn’t get your new tree planted last month, it is not too late to take advantage of the fall 
root growth that will give your new tree a strong start in the spring.  

 Look at your camellias and remove excess buds to get larger flowers.  

 In the middle of the month fertilize the veggies and flowers that were planted in October.  

 

Also, this is the time to plant your chilled bulbs, and  spring flowering tubers and corms. Clean up 
and compost all the fallen/falling leaves and other plant debris,  but be sure to dispose of diseased 
materials.  They must not go in your compost. 

 Science word of the Month…. 

 Leaching—Removing salts, ions, or other soluble substances from soil by abundant irrigation 
combined with drainage. 

 



 

 

The Colusa County Master Gardener Volunteer Program is a partnership 
among the University of California, USDA, Colusa County and the Colusa 
County Farm Bureau. Master Gardener volunteers  extend  horticultural  
information  and   offer   educational    programs  and  garden-related  
demonstrations in Colusa County. 

The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, 
pregnancy (including childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or 
genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Ser-
vices Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994: service in the uniformed services includes membership, application for membership, performance 
of service, application for service, or obligation for service in the uniformed services) in any of its programs or activities.  University policy also prohibits repris-
al or retaliation against any person in any of its programs or activities for making a complaint of discrimination or sexual harassment or for using or participat-
ing in the investigation or resolution process of any such complaint.  University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and 
Federal laws.   

Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Director, University of California, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin Street, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607, (510) 987-0096. 

To simply information, trade names of products have been used.  No endorsement of named products is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products 
which are not mentioned. 

University of California, United States Department of Agriculture, Colusa County Cooperating.                                                                                                                               

For special assistance regarding our programs, please contact us. 

 

 

Additional Links 

 Integrated Pest Management  www.ipm.ucdavis.edu 

 UC Davis Arboretum  www.arboretum.ucdavis.edu 

McConnell Arboretum and Botanical Gardens turtlebay.org 

Invasive Plants www.cal-ipc.org 

Plant Right www.plantright.org 

PG&E  www.pge.com 

Save Our Water www.water.ca.gov 

 

Garden Club of Colusa County activities 

 November 28 

 6:30 

 St. Stephens church, Colusa 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.arboretum.ucdavis.edu/
http://turtlebay.org/
http://www.cal-ipc.org/
http://www.plantright.org/
http://www.pge.com/myhome/customerservice/other/treetrimming/customerresources/righttree/
http://www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/

